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State Broadband Initiative

Background

• 2009  ‐ Present

• Map broadband 
internet 

• Plan future 
development

• Work with 
providers 2



Objectives
1. Validate Mobile 

Broadband Maps

2. Document Cellular 
Coverage Dead Zones

3



How it works

Public 
APP

Advanced 
Test APP
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Public APP

Advanced APP

• Data use:
100MB / month

• Data use: 
500MB ‐ 2 GB / month
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Run own mini‐mobile test project

• 5 free dashboards under State’s 
umbrella (only 1 used)

• 25 advanced licenses / dashboard

• Analyze networks performance in 
your community 

• Tests results are aggregated to State 
Dashboard

Of Special Interest to Local 
Governments and Organizations
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• Department of Commerce promoted 
it to Economic Development 
Councils.

• Direct collaboration with State 
Agencies 

• Webinar 

• Presentations (IGC, ISU, LBAT)

• Press release

Outreach efforts
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• Volunteers from Idaho Rural Water Association.

Targeted Test Drives
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Advanced Public Local Gov. 
Dashboard

Volunteers 32 / 100 438 1 / 5

Tests ~ 20,000 ~ 10,000 Unknown

By the numbers
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Preliminary Results
Northern
Idaho

South Central
Idaho
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Why participate in this project?

‐This project allows Idaho residents to effectively 
document mobile broadband coverage problems in 
their communities.

‐Because it’s an efficient use of resources! Taxpayers 
money is not used to pay for the logistics of 
extensive targeted test drives.

‐The data collected provides a tool for broadband 
planners.
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Mike Field 
mike.field@irp.idaho.gov

Paul Reyes
paul.reyes@cio.idaho.gov
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